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At The MA World Service Conference...

by The Roving Reporter

irst of all, many thanks to
F the hosts of this year’s
conference-Los Angeles,

South (District 7)-who put it all
together superbly. The facilities
were great, and area members
warmly gave several Delegates and
Trustees places to stay. A number of
members not obliged to
work on the various
committees did a huge
amount of service all
weekend. They can’t be
thanked enough for
their hard work and
fine example of selfless
service. The weekend
was a symphony of people working
together in different roles for a
‘common good and a common
purpose: to make sure that MA
continues to “carry the message”
into the coming year.

Our Trustees actually started the
~night before the Conference began,

_ preparing recommendations to -
reorganize the various Trustee -
positions (each Trustee has a special
area of concern). As a result of this
work, MA now has some entirely
new and updated job descriptions
for the Trustees.

When the Conference was
called to order, Trustee/President
Libby G. began with an inspiring-
talk about why we were there, the
seriousness of what we were doing,
and the spirit of service as stated in

.~ Tradition Nine. We (all of us) are

MAWS, she noted.

Then llene M., our World

Services office manager, reported on

the continued growth of our fellow-
ship, including the huge success of
our year-old venture into
cyberspace. Over 100,000 people
have visited our Web site, and a
huge amount of email has resulted

The Conference began with an
inspiring talk about why we were
there. “All of us are MAWS.”

from those visits. We have con-
tacted new potential members in. 46
states and 13 countries. New
meetings started in places such as
Michigan, Colorado, Texas, Nevada,

and Canada. And MA has a new

district. The Conference voted and

approved the admission of Portland,

Oregon as District 11.

Our Trustee/Treasurer, Jonathan

R., told uas that financially, MAWS is

just as it should be...getting by. He

also reminded us that perhaps our

. biggest finan-

_ cial concern is
that District
treasurers stay
current and
complete with
monthly
reports. When

, ~ those reports

are behind, or badly done, our

entire fellowship is in danger of-

losing its status as a non-profit

corporation. The repercussions. -
Continued on Page 3

Service Blessings

by Joe D., District 8

uring my almost two
and a half years of
sobriety, I've attended

many of the regular monthly meet-
ings of the District 8 Service Com-
mittee, where I've witnessed the
growth of District 8 itself as well as
my own personal growth.

I got involved in service during
my first months of sobriety, and I
vividly recall my second District 8
meeting...which had a total atten-
dance of two. Last week’s meeting

had 13 people-all devoting time to
contribute to the growth and stabil-
ity of Marijuana Anonymous in New
York City. How far we’ve come!
Ideally every District meeting
has representatives from the various
MA meetings. Through this net-
work, MA literature, chips, and
copies of Life With Hope get distrib-
uted. And, as in most business
meetings, we deal with money: How
can we raise more and how can we
Continued on Page 4
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by Mary M., District 4

District 2 Bureau Chief: Praline M.
District 3 Bureau Chief: Kevin G.
District 4 Bureau Chief: Mary M.

District 5 Bureau Chief: Az A.
District 6 Bureau Chief: Kim B.
District 7 Bureau Chief: Richard D.
District 8 Bureau Chief: Joe D.

How did you find out about MA?
 Wes E. (11 months)

ANEW LEATF The yellow pages.
SN A Ryan B. (2 years, 9 months)
The purpose of ANEW LEAF s to carry I found out about MA from my grandma. Her friend’s son had gone
the message of recovery from marijuana before. I wasn’t interested at first, but when she said she was going to a
addiction. it ks throtigh the writte meeting to see what it was like, I thought I better go too.
experiences of recovering addicts and .
their stories that we may find Baiba L. (2 years, 2 months)
experience, strength, and hope. After/during my personal low, I had gone to an outpatient clinic where

: - there was a requirement to go to two 12 Step meetings a week. I first tried
Articles submitted should reflect NA but felt a little overwhelmed. Then at one meeting my eyes wandered to
_ g%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁw%@?ﬁ% a sign that said “Marijuana Addicts” on the top. That meeting was the next

opinions of the authors and do not Monday. I haven’t stopped gomg yet, and that was two years ago.
necessarily reflect the opinions of Steve W. (2 months)
Marijuana Anonymous as a whole. I am in outpatient treatment, and they have an MA schedule posted on

Publishing Editor the bulletin board. '

David H. Bill (8 years, 11 months) )
Managing Editor I was approached after an AA meeting by an MA member.
Judy S. Diane B. (9 months)
Through my “chemical abuse treatment program.” -
District 1 Bureau Chief: Steve T. ; Continued on Page 3

Congratulations to our members
celebrating their sober b:rthdays.
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Continued from Page 1

\~could be devastting, and we must

guard against them. -
Patricia G., our Merchandise
“Trustee, related that World Services
merchandise, though still in its
infancy, is in the black. Some new
- merchandise is being considered for
the coming year. At present, there
are about 50 mugs and 20 tee-shirts
in the inventory that will find their
* way to the next Convention.
Rob M., the Chairperson of A

New Leaf Publications, spoke on the

“State of the Leaf.” The newsletter
is now being edited, designed, and
typeset by David H. in New York
(District 8). Judy S. in Los Angeles

_North (District 6) prints and ships
1,500 copies monthly. New Bureau
Chiefs are always being sought to
report birthdays and solicit articles
for publication. Sales of our book,
Life With Hope, are exceeding all
expectations, with 3,500 copies now
in print. We ship over 100 copies

-per month. The book is now also
being sold in Recovery Shops all
over the nation.

Other committees reporting
included Policy & Procedures, which

. recommended that Conference
business agendas be distributed to
the districts 90 days prior to the
Conference. That motion passed
““The Hospitals & Institutions/Public *

" Information Committee passed a
motion dividing up responsibility
for answering and responding to the
800-line among the districts.

The Literature Committee was
particularly busy. Several new
pamphlets have been Conference
approved: MA’s Service Structure,
The Dangers of Cross Addiction,
and a Spanish language translation
of For the Newcomer. Further, as.a
result of recommendations by the

/Trustees and the reorganization of
Trustee duties, a motion was passed

to dissolve the elected position of
World Services Publications Coordi-
nator.

The entire conference took time
out to recognize and give a standing
ovation to Carol Mc for her un-
matched and tireless work as World
Services Publications Coordmator

- for the past eight years!

The Finance & Convention
Committee recommended that
district treasurers stay in regular
contact with the MAWS Treasurer. It

" was also stressed that the MAWS

Treasurer take special care in
working with our accountant to
make sure our tax situation (espe-
cially with regards to merchandise)
is current and in compliance with
the law. A motion passed to hold
next year’s Conference in Orange
County (District 5), contingent upon
district approval. Also our newest
district-Portland, Oregon (District
11)-was approved to host the 1999
Conference.

The last bit of business was -
Trustee selection for the coming
year. All of MA thanks the outgoing
Trustees for their hard work and
dedication to service: Neil L., Larry
W., Patricia G., and Mike LB.
Selected to continue additional
terms were Libby G. (President) and
Jonathan R. {Merchandise and Co-
Treasurer). Trustees continuing their
first two-year terms are Kurt S.
(Policies & Procedures), Todd E.
(Public Information), and Bill H.
(Outreach). And the newly chosen
Trustees are Bill D. (Online Corre-
spondence), Rob M. (Secretary),

Lance D. (Treasurer), and Susan B. -

(Literature).

If you’d like to know more
about what happened at the Confer-
ence, talk to the Delegate(s) from
your district. Not only were they
there, they will also have the

minutes from the Conference in a
couple of weeks. Read them for
further information.

A lot of good work was done,
and even more work remains for the
coming year. All the Conference
attendees left with a spirit of pride,
excitement, and enthusiasm for MA.
Let us all keep that spirit alive. &

Roving Reporter

Continued from Page 2

" "Courtney M. (2 years, 8 months)

I was going to AA meetings and
saw a sign for the MA meeting. I
knew marijuana was my drug of
choice, so I checked it out. After my
first meeting, I knew I was home.
Tahnya B. (2 years, 7 months)

My counselor in treatment told
me about MA because she noticed
that marijuana was indeed my drug
of choice. She told me to call the
alcohol/drug help line to get the
info, and I took it from there.
Carsten P. (10 months)

Via my counselor at my treat-
ment ceriter.

Dave M. (5 months)

From my recovery center.
Lee S. (10 months)

Went to drug treatment after

, testlng Posmve on a UA at work.

1s but
couldn t relate to the “needle in the
arm.” MA makes a lot more sense,
since pot is my drug of choice. I
looked up MA in the phone book.
David (6 months)

A friend in recovery shared it.
Sheri G. (5 months)

Through treatment.
Steve M. (1 month)

A friend.
Ben H. (1 month) .

A friend went to a meeting, told
me about it, and then 1nv1ted me to
one. Here I am. @




Service Blessings
Continued from Page 1
best spend what we have to help

. MA as a whole.

We also plan everits to build
fellowship and to foster sobriety.
Because gatherings other than MA
meetings cannot bear the MA name,
we have taken to calling our picnics,
dinners, hikes, and other social '
occasions “Keep Off the Grass”
events. Recently, several members
have begun to sponsor more fo-
cused events such as a women’s
brunch and a Step One Workshop.

The 12 Traditions are woven
into the fabric of almost every
discussion, and often become
important guideposts. For example, -

- when do our efforts cross over from

carrying the message of sobriety to
promoting MA? And how can we
keep from lending MA’s name to
any outside cause while also en-
couraging newcomers who work
nights (when most of our MA
meetings take place) to make 90
meetings in 90 days? We’ve learned
to keep a copy of Life With Hope
and the MA service manual readily
at hand.

Through the course of these
service meetings, we also get a
chance to know each other and
ourselves better. People whose lives

" have once been out of control =+

because of addiction now have the
opportunity to find structure and
order. We can learn things as simple
as how to speak on topic, or as
subtle as how to share your experi-
ence at doing a particular service
job while allowing a newcomer to
find his or her own way of doing it.

I have learned much from my
involvement in District 8. Besides
helping other addicts, my participa-
tion gives me practice at how to
have patience, how to give support-
ive feedback, and when to step back
and let the process take its own -
course. @

Quote of the Month

We must also not forget the prol)lems assocrated
with money, property, and prestige. Ke,s, money
can do Iots of good but it also causes a lot of
unnecessary prolvlems. If we are too concemed
about money, we may concentrate less on our
primary purpose. MA’s existence is not wholly
dependent on raising money or [Jecoming

| wealthy The purpose of Tradition Six is to truly

separate the sprmtual from the material.
—lLife With Hope, Tradition Six [page 86]

MA WORLDWIDE...

SAN FRANCISCO LA. COUNTY, NORTH NEW YORK (District 8)

{District 1) - (District 6} - PO. Box 507 -
PO. Box 460024 g " PO. Box 2433 - New York, NY 10276
San Francisco, CA 94146 Van Nuys, CA 91404 (212) 459-4423
(415) 522-7373 ‘ {818) 759-9194 )
. PORTLAND, OREGON
EAST BAY [District 2) L.A. COUNTY, SOUTH (District 11}
PO. Box 8354 a (District 7} . PO. Box 14125
Berkeley, CA 94707 PO. Box 3012 Portland, OR 97293
_(510) 287-8873 Culver City, CA 90231 {503) 221-7007
(213} 964-2370
~ SOUTH BAY (District 3) HUMBOLDT, CA AREA
PO. Box 111341 L.A. COUNTY, EAST {707) 443-5928
Campbell, CA 9501 1 {District 10)
(408] 450:0796 PO. Box 94400 DELAWARE VALLEY
i Lo Pasadena, CA9I109. ... . _ CHAPTER
SEATTLE (Dlstrlct 4) {909) 787-6020 PO. Box 194
PO.-Box 1509 (818} 583-9582 Sadsburyville, PA 19369
" 539 Queen Anne Ave. N : (610) 622-9243
Seattle, WA 98109 ORANGE COUNTY )
{206) 548-9034 {District 5) NEW ZEALAND
’ 358 S. Main #215 MA Service Centre
SANTA CRUZ (District 9) Orange, CA 92668 PO. Box 74-386
PO. Box 3196 (714) 9999409 Newmarket
Santa Cruz, CA 95063 Auckland 3, New Zealand
[408) 427-4088 ) {09) 846-6822
WORLD SERVICE OFFICE

PO. Box 2912, Van Nuys, CA 91404 = (800) 766-6779
Marijuana Anonymous World Wide Web

email: info@marijuana-anonymous.org

http://www.marijuana-anonymous.org —
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