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letting me know that e

“Monster God"
Continued from Page 1

people shout about how angry they

are with God and how they have a
problem with “the God thing.” These

types of statements always me think

the two things. If you really don’t
believe in a God, or a higher power,
or whatever, then who exactly are

you mad at? If something does not
exist, then it seems foolish to harbor

a resentment against it. In addition,
it seems arrogant for these
individuals to think that God has
nothing better to do than to pick on
them. Yes, some of these people are
on a real ego trip.

My life has not been a bed of
roses. I can cite many examples of
how things could have been better. |
can even tell you when the
responsibility of others ceased and
any difficulties I experienced became
my responsibility. I have made some
good choices, and I have made many,
many, MANY mistakes. People who

know me well ask me “How do you

smile? How do you maintain your
sanity? How do you do it?” I tell
them that it is God, pure and simple,
who helps me to maintain my
willingness to go through another
day. )

True, I can see several key
points in my life where I could have
made a different choice or turned in a
different direction, but I didn’t and in
some instances I paid a heavy price.
Some would say “Where is your God
now?” My reply is: “Right here.”
That’s right. My God is right here,
helping me to lick my wounds

right and that even though 1 screwed
up once again, I am still loved and
valued. When [ consider that God
still loves and encourages me,
despite the many times I have made a
mess of things in this short life, I am
amazed. One thing is clear: if God
will help sustain, - comfort, and
forgive a constant screw-up like me,
I know he will do the same for
anyone.

Monster God? 1 don’t think so.
From the time I was a child, that type
of being wasn’t real. It still isn’t.
There may be other forces. that can
help create some of the pain that
others associate with this monster
God. I believe that if you take a
closer loek you will find that most of

“this pain is directly related to our own

choices—whom we associate with,
how we manage our affairs, or what
we expose our bodies to. It’s all our
choice. Our choice.

One final thought: there are other
forces that are at work to bring about
our downfall, but here, too, we have
guidance and protection through the
one true Higher Power.
I look at my son and watch how he is
growing and developing. I pray for
him and want the best for him. But I
know that he will have to make his
own mistakes, just as he experiences
his own successes. I am here to soften
the blows, but ultimately he will be
responsible for the choices he makes.
I will help him fix whatever 1 can if
he allows me the opportunity to do
so. I believe the same is true with
God. He may not undo the damage
we create for ourselves, but he will
help us go through the pain or
difficulty until we are able to get back
on track.

If you are like me and you
constantly have to put your fingers in
the fire, it is good to know that you
have an advocate to soothe your
wounds, to calm your anxieties, and
to help show you the way. 1

DID JOU KNOW...
...that a subscription to 4
ME’W LFEAF is more fun to
get than a tie? And it carries
a message of recovery, to
you or someone you love. A NEW LEAF
is also a bargain—ijust $10 for a year’s
subscription delivered to your door (in an
anonymous envelope). To order a
subscription today, just send a check

made out to A4 NEW LEAF to P.O. Box

4314, N. Hollywood, CA 91607.




