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The Skinny on Merchandise

by: Patricia G., World Services MerchandiseTrustee

When I became an MA World
Services Trustee, I wanted to help with

the development of our own .

fund-raising merchandise. Up until
now, we just weren’t in a financial
position to do anything with
merchandising since you have to invest
some money before you
can raise some money. We
just didn’t have much to
invest. But that situation

mugs were next on the agenda.
The mugs were produced and half of

~ them were sold at the last World Services

Conference. A few Districts bought mugs
through their delegates and some were
purchased by individual members. At
present we have 140 new mugs

""As the fellowship grows, the merchandise
distribution system has to grow as well. As we

be sold at their own events.
Merchandise will also be available at
events such as the World Services
Convention.

Since the Seventh Tradition states
“we are self supporting through our
own contributions” we can only sell
merchandise to
members of the
fellowship. As
the fellowship

is changing. Merchandise . . s e , grows,  the
oan help support such DUl it into place, it is important to uphold the ~ orchandise
thingsasthehugeamount  Twelve Traditions and respect the autonomy ,distribl:uition z‘
of new meeting packets o L. . " system has to
being sent out each month of each district and meeting. grow aswell As

to cities and countries all

over the world. As our

fellowship grows so do the expenses
of carrying the message of our
existence and maintaining some sort
of support network for all our new
members on a global scale.

In the past, MAWS survived on a
shoe string. In 95 we were broke.
There was very little money for
merchandise (What little we had
produced had been “fronted” by
individual members). A gross of
T-shirts costs approximately $700,
and 300 mugs costs around $900.
Merchandise was obviously less
important then the “800 Line” and the
first printing of Life With Hope. After
the first printing of our “12 & 12” and
after District 7 hosted the very
successful Second Annual Convention,

~ finances tumed around. It was finally
“~time for merchandise. Since some
T-shirts had been purchased already,

remaining, and 34 old “Life With Hope
Logo” t-shirts and sweat-shirts. This isa
small inventory of items. World Services
has recently allocated $1000 for new
merchandise. A new T-shirt logo is being
worked on and more ideas are welcomed.
Soon, World Services T-shirts and
stickers will be available to Districts to

we put it into

place, it is
important to uphold the Twelve
Traditions and respect the autonomy
of each district and meeting.

In the future, I envision an MA
distribution hub on the MA “web-site”
where a variety of items can be
purchased by members.

Continued on Page 3

Reaching Out to Young People

by Todd E. and Stephen S., District 7

There is a growing concern regarding
the young people (defined as 21 years of
age and under) who are clean and sober
in our fellowship. We realize that they face
certain factors that can get in the way of
“trudging the road of happy destiny.” Such
factors can easily make these individuals
feel “less-than” and “different-from? We’d
like to reduce these feelings by somehow
bringing these courageous spirits together.

‘We feel a special sort of 12th Step
outreach is in order. Current
suggestions include establishing a
new meeting primarily for the young.
Such a meeting might hopefully
attract members from throughout the
Southern California region,
regardless of their home district.
Another idea is to compile a special

Continued on Page 3
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To the Newcomer
by Allison O., District 6

 Why have I chosen not to use any -
kind of mind-altering substance? Well, I

~ awoke in a hospital, strapped to a gurney,

| unableto use my limbs. I decided totake

it as a wake-up call. The call sounded

 like John Lennon telling me to stop using
pot (which seems quite ironic since I

don’t think he had a problem with pot
smoking). I did not think I was an addict.
~ Going to college, having a part-time
job, andownhgabrandnwvcar I felt
I'was a “normie”. In myhead, I assumed

‘ ‘a&ﬁaswemhosem dropped out of

college, got kicked out, or could not
sustain a roof over their heads. In the

end, though, mydlmkmghasmken al80

- degree tumn.

If you are new to the program and
question whether or not you are an
addict, ask yourself one question.
“Would not using for 90 days be a
conceivable idea?” Pot may not seem

like an evil substance because it is so

easy to function in life while using. You

- don’t hear about people killing each other

over pot. However, the eﬁ‘ects Oflt are

- strong and subtle. -

- T’ve. been clean for about 17 mmths
P’ve found that I do not stay at home as |

much as before. I’'m usually busy with

an intensive job or out with my sober
friends. Also, I have noticed that 1 feel
emotions which before were numbed by
marijuana.

My view on this chaanc world has
changed from pessimism to one of

end of the world ought to hurry up,

~ because nothing seemed positive. All T

everdldwashangoutathmueandwatch
TV. These days, on average, I view an
hour per week, at most. My perspective

over pot or having serious car wrecksb

mtheworldhaschanged Now I feel
that we, as a species, are evolving, day

by day, into something better.

I’d like to endthhanoteforﬂxe
newcomers. If you want it bad enough,
you will find a power greater than yourself
to stop using. That is the MA program. -

Thought for the Month

' "‘Z‘He Jeﬁmtwn of mtamacy is... “

celebrating their sober birthdays! (g

Coamna  Sept1  2yrs
‘Dawna ~ Oct10  4yrs

1 Got TbudameeM:hg ;byBobEarIi g :

TammyC. ~ Oct10 1yl ‘< L
MichaelP.  Oct12  2yrs ~ ,erssmpPef Novit 4?’?*

DanE. Novﬂ 8yrs
NancyG.  Oct 16 3yrs : e :
GeomgeT.  Oct29 . 7yrs TomiR. ”""1‘5 B
CarlP. Nov3  Byrs GratefulRich ~ ‘Now21. - 3yrs
Meri K. Nov§  Syrs FayC. Nov30  7yrs




Merchandlse
Continued ﬁ-om Page 1

v Addttlonally, an order form could appear

v permdxcally in A New Leaf. These
~ possibilities need further discussion and

~development. A New Leaf has recently

‘\,become the “publication arm” of the

ship at large. Pethaps something similar
f”skouldbesetupformchandme This idea
~and others will undoubtedly be discussed at

 the '97 Conference. In the future, it will be
- important to deveiop ‘WS merchandise

- : ‘pohc' s that comply thh The Twelve

What Step One Means to Me

by Bill C., District 6
WhmlﬁrstheardthewordsﬂxatconposeStepOne Idlwght,’Wow

that’s deep” and it made me realize “Yeah, I am powerless over my drug
addiction. I can’t manage my own life. It’s a mess.” I had to humble

, myselfandadmxtthatmyad&ct:mhadmbyﬂxeneckandltdﬁem t want

to let go. Addiction is the “tax man” and I was paying often. My will alone
can’t break the power of addiction’s cumning grasp. Using my own resources

~ wasn’t enough. I am convinced that I had hit bottom before I knew a

single word of the First Step. Yet, for some reason(s) God didn’t let me go
splat and die from my illness. He lifted me up after secking and finding me.
I realized I could not continue to live the way I was living. In order for my
life to be somewhat manageable, I not only have to work the 12-Steps , 1

~_ alsohave to live them each day. Addiction is still out there, waiting for Bill

system be in place before we begin

 distributing on a large scale. I assure all the

members that merchandise has only just

- begun. Patience and service are keys to
- gettmgtmswmrkaccomphshed I'welcome
~ help or ideas. &— e

~ Young Pele

- C’ammued ﬁom Page 1

S -phone hst, which would be made available

~_to young neweemers n order to prowde
* mutual support. ‘
Oneexampleafhowwemﬂlsma?have
" already put this concemn into action was

- through the First Annual MA Three-On-One
Basketball Toumament Whlch attracted

sllowship Itwasawonderﬁllwayfor
jkreoavetmg potheads to put their principles
- into practice in a competitive arena. The
_evmtwaso:gamzedbyMattR, Joel B.and
Jonathan R. and featured four teams. The
mamems;stedeflmL Scott M

: persons’ ogtreach would be most
- appreciated. Please spread the word.
~Stephen S. has volunteered to serve as

" interim liaison in these endeavors. Feel free
¢ to contact him at (213)850-1841 with any
\-/’dwughts and/or sugestms you may have. -

Thanks”’é'

} As MA grows mto the next mtury ;

; ‘,dtsezcmandshoulﬁbecemeamajor,,

o 'contnbutor in our effort to spread our
< messagetotheworld It is important that a

Aay addxtxonal suggesnons for ymmg :

“to slip and that’s a road T can’t go on, oonsxdérmg“tﬁec’dnseélumewafm sl
; whatwcmldhappen Idontneedtogoﬂxrmghdlatnmmamagam ”

Recovery...ProbIems or Opportumtles?

‘ by Steve G,, District 6

Aslchoosetospmdtheﬁmewriﬁnganaxﬁclethisaﬁemoon,lwﬁi
acknowledge that with God, your help, and the 12-Steps, I have not put

* drugs or alcohol into my body since February 7, 1992. I have leamned so

much mthattlmeﬁ'ommosewhowerehetebeforem as well as those
who have come since. '

My life is going exceptionally well. Iwanteverymetoknmvﬂ:atlam ‘

very grateful for all the beautiful things that God has brought into my life.

: Toda;glfeelh&l&ymmmd,body and spirit. Ihavenotonesmglepmblem, ‘

1 have opportunities to apply the program and live my life.
Recently, I have been reading more often. I have been attracted to books

covering a wide variety of topics. The message that has been striking me as

true in both my reading and my experiences, is that a Higher Power is
certainly at work in the universe. We may choose to call this energy whatever

; figher Power into our hearts and souls, our spirits are '
comforted Todaywehaveanoppontxmxtytodevcteourselvmtolove faith, ,
charity, hope, and truth. - e

1 believe our program has suffered growing and leammg pains:
Outstanding! This is great! After all, we are all addicts in recovery that are

~ being restored to a normal way of thinking and living; as Step Two indicates.
L want to acknowledge that Marijuana Anonymous is a wonderful program. =
It is a miracle that can save all of our lives if we stay on the road to happy
~destiny. As you are reading this newsletter, recognize that we are all part of

the Marijuana Anonymous program. We all have a responsibility; it should

~ not be viewed as a burden. Participate. Share your thoughts and ideas (this =~

is God working through you.), be heard and seen, be of service; and most

Imxportanﬂy have fun!

Ijustwamedtoletymlknowhowlmfeelmgandwhatlsonmymmd 42

'Wealidmervetoal!owourselv&stobethebestwecanbetoday,medayagﬁ
: \1‘_: atune 'D:anksfor letting me share R~

i h r"Whatever makes us comfortable. The fact is, that when we
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